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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a non-final, first office action on the merits. Claims 1 7-74, as 
originally filed, are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement 
thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements 
of this title. 

3. Claims 17-22, 23-40, 41-46, and 47-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 
because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding claims 17, 23, 41, and 47, as best understood, it appears that the 
claimed method steps or processes are not statutory. Based on Supreme Court 
precedent 1 and Federal Circuit decisions a §101 process must 

(1) be meaningfully tied to another statutory class (such as a particular 
apparatus) or 

(2) transform underlying subject matter (such as an article or materials) to 
a different state or thing. 2 

The independent claims are directed towards steps of "receiving", "verifying", 
"establishing", "providing", "transmitting", "processing", "communicating", and 
"determining". The preamble does not cover an apparatus or device performing these 
steps. 

1 Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 175, 184 (1981); Parker v. Flook, 437 U.S, 584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalk 
v. Benson, 409 U.S, 63, 70 (197); Cochrane v. Deener, 94 U.S, 780, 787-88 (1876). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

5. Claims 47-52, 57-61, and 66-68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Odom et al. (US 2005/0187790). 

As per Claim 47: 

Odom et al. discloses a method, comprising: 
receiving, from an owner of real estate, 

(i) real estate data and 

(ii) at least one owner rule for releasing the real estate data (see col 12, lines 38- 

45); 

receiving, from a potential buyer of the real estate, 

(i) a request to search a secure real estate database based on at least one real 
estate search criterion (see col 5, lines 58-66), and 

(ii) buyer data relevant to the at least one owner rule (see col 12, lines 38-45); 
processing the search request from the potential buyer to determine if the real 

estate data satisfies the at least one real estate search criterion, and if the real estate 
data is determined to satisfy the at least one real estate search criterion, then: 



2 The Supreme Court recognized that this test is not necessarily fixed or permanenet and may evolve with 
technological advance. Gottschalkv. Benson, 409 U.S 63, 71 (1972). 
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communicating to the potential buyer that the at least one real estate search criterion is 
satisfied (see col 5, lines 58-66); 

receiving a request from the potential buyer for the real estate data; determining, 
based on the buyer data, whether the at least one owner rule is satisfied; and 

providing, to the potential buyer, in the case that the at least one owner rule is 
satisfied, the real estate data for which the at least one owner rule is satisfied (see col 
12, lines 38-45). 

As per Claim 48: 

Odom et al. discloses receiving, from the potential buyer, at least one buyer rule 
for releasing the buyer data (see col 12, lines 38-45). 
As per Claim 49: 

Odom et al. discloses if the real estate data is determined to satisfy the at least 
one real estate search criterion, further comprising: releasing the buyer data pursuant to 
the at least one buyer rule (see col 12, lines 38-45). 

As per Claim 50: 

Odom et al. discloses the releasing of the buyer data comprises facilitating a 
transmitting of an indication of the buyer data to the owner (see col 12, lines 38-45). 
As per Claim 51: 

Odom et al. discloses the facilitating of the transmitting of the indication of the 
buyer data to the owner comprises: facilitating the transmitting of the indication of the 
buyer data to the owner in a manner that preserves the anonymity of the potential buyer 
(see col 12, lines 38-45). 
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As per Claim 52: 

Odom et al. discloses the manner that preserves the anonymity of the potential 
buyer comprises: defining the indication of the buyer data to comprise an altered 
version of the buyer data (see col 12, lines 38-45). 

As per Claim 57: 

Odom et al. discloses establishing an anonymous communication session 
between the owner and the potential buyer via which the real estate data and the buyer 
data is transmitted (see col 12, lines 35-45). 

As per Claim 58: 

Odom et al. discloses storing the real estate data in the secure real estate 
database; and storing the at lease one owner rule (see col 4, lines 36-44). 
As per Claim 59: 

Odom et al. discloses the providing of the real estate data comprises facilitating a 
transmitting of an indication of the real estate data to the potential buyer (see col 12, 
lines 35-45). 

As per Claim 60: 

Odom et al. discloses the facilitating of the transmitting of the indication of the 
real estate data to the potential buyer comprises: facilitating the transmitting of the 
indication of the real estate data to the potential buyer in a manner that preserves the 
anonymity of the owner (see col 12, lines 35-45). 
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As per Claim 61: 

Odom et al. discloses the manner that preserves the anonymity of the owner 
comprises: defining the indication of the real estate data to comprise an altered version 
of the real estate data (see col 12, lines 35-45). 

As per Claim 66: 

Odom et al. discloses establishing an anonymous communication session 
between the owner and the potential buyer via which the real estate data is transmitted 
(see col 12, lines 35-45). 

As per Claim 67: 

Odom et al. discloses an apparatus, comprising: a processor; and a storage 
device in communication with said processor and storing instructions adapted to be 
executed by said processor (see col 4, lines 36-44). 

As per Claim 68: 

Odom et al. discloses a medium storing instructions adapted to be executed by a 

processor (see col 4, lines 36-44 and FIG. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 
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7. Claims 17-19, 21, 22, 73 and 74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Keithley et al. (US 5,584,025), in view of Odom et al. (US 
6,058,379. 

As per Claim 17: 

Keithley et al. a method, comprising: 

receiving, from a potential home buyer, home buyer data comprising at least an 
identity of the potential home buyer; 

verifying at least a portion of the home buyer data (see col 7, lines 18-36 via 
mortgage qualification process). 

Keithley et al. does not explicitly disclose receiving, after the verifying and from 
an owner of a home, a request to open an anonymous communications session with the 
potential home buyer; and 

establishing the anonymous communications session between the potential 
home buyer and the home owner in a manner that preserves the anonymity of the 
potential home buyer. 

However, Odom et al. discloses receiving, after the verifying and from an owner 
of a home, a request to open an anonymous communications session with the potential 
home buyer; and 

establishing the anonymous communications session between the potential 
home buyer and the home owner in a manner that preserves the anonymity of the 
potential home buyer (see col 12, lines 38-45, and col 6, lines 37-55). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add receiving, after the verifying and from an owner 
of a home, a request to open an anonymous communications session with the potential 
home buyer; and establishing the anonymous communications session between the 
potential home buyer and the home owner in a manner that preserves the anonymity of 
the potential home buyer to the system of Keithley et al.. One would have been 
motivated to do this in order to bring buyers and sellers together in a private manner so 
that real estate transactions can be consummated. 

As per Claim 18: 

Keithley et al. does not explicitly disclose the manner that preserves the 
anonymity of the potential home buyer comprises: receiving, from the potential home 
buyer, a request to transmit data to the home owner; and transmitting an altered version 
of the data to the home owner. 

However, Odom et al. discloses the manner that preserves the anonymity of the 
potential home buyer comprises: receiving, from the potential home buyer, a request to 
transmit data to the home owner; and transmitting an altered version of the data to the 
home owner (see col 12, lines 38-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add transmitting an altered version of the data to the 
home owner to the system of Keithley et al.. One would have been motivated to do this 
in order to facilitate transactions anonymously. 
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As per Claim 19: 

Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the data comprises a version of the 
data having contact information removed (see col 8, lines 20-25). 
As per Claim 21: 

Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the data comprises a version of the 
data having modified video (see col 7, lines 42-45). 
As per Claim 22: 

Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the data comprises a version of the 
data having a modified photograph (see col 7, lines 42-45). 
As per Claim 73: 

Odom et al. discloses an apparatus, comprising: a processor; and a storage 
device in communication with said processor and storing instructions adapted to be 
executed by said processor (see col 4, lines 36-44 and FIG. 1). 

As per Claim 74: 

Odom et al. discloses a medium storing instructions adapted to be executed by a 
processor (see col 4, lines 36-44 and FIG. 1). 

8. Claims 23-29, 31, 32, 71 and 72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Odom et al. (US 6,058,379), and further in view of Verba et al. 
(US 6,236,977). 

As per Claim 23: 

Odom et al. discloses a method, comprising: 
receiving, from an owner of real estate, 
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(ii) a plurality of owner rules for releasing the first data, the plurality of owner 
rules comprising at least one rule for releasing the identity of the owner (see col 12, 
lines 38-45, col 6, lines 37-55); 

receiving, from a potential buyer of the real estate, 

(i) a real estate search request comprising at least one real estate search 
criterion (see col 5, lines 58-66), and 

(ii) second data including an identity of the potential buyer (see col 12, lines 38- 

45); 

providing the information associated with the real state, in the case that the 
information associated with the real estate is determined to satisfy the real estate 
search criterion, to the potential buyer in accordance with the plurality of owner rules; 
and transmitting, after the providing and upon satisfying the at least one rule for 
releasing the identity of the owner, an indication of the identity of the owner to the 
potential buyer storing the information associated with the home (see col 5, lines 58-66 
and col 6, lines 37-55). 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose (i) first data comprising an identity of the 
owner and information associated with the real estate. 

However, Verba et al. discloses (i) first data comprising an identity of the owner 
and information associated with the real estate (see col 14, lines 1-14). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add identity of the owner and information associated 
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with the real estate to the system of Odom et al.. One would have been motivated to do 
this in order to facilitate consummation of real estate transactions. 
As per Claim 24: 

Odom et al. discloses receiving, from the potential buyer, a plurality of buyer 
rules for releasing the second data, the plurality of buyer rules comprising at least one 
rule for releasing the identity of the potential buyer (see col 6, lines 37-55 and col 12 
lines 38-45). 

As per Claim 25: 

Odem et al. discloses transmitting, after the providing and upon satisfying the at 
least one rule for releasing the identity of the potential buyer, an indication of the identity 
of the potential buyer to the owner (see col 6, lines 37-55 and col 12 lines 38-45). 

As per Claim 26: 

Odom et al. discloses providing the second data to the owner, except for the 
identify of the potential buyer, in accordance with the plurality of buyer rules, (see col 6, 
lines 37-55 and col 12 lines 38-45). 

As per Claim 27: 

Odom et al. discloses the providing of the second data comprises: facilitating a 
transmitting of an indication of the second data to the owner in a manner that preserves 
the anonymity of the potential buyer (see col 6, lines 37-55 and col 12 lines 38-45). 

As per Claim 28: 

Odom et al. discloses preserves the anonymity of the potential buyer (see col 12 
lines 38-45). 
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Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose defining the indication of the second data 
to comprise an altered version of the second data. 

However, Verba et al. discloses defining the indication of the second data to 
comprise an altered version of the second data (see col 3, lines 27-30). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add an altered version of the second data to the 
system of Keithley et al.. One would have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate 
private transactions. 

As per Claim 29: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the second data 
comprises a version of the second data having contact information removed. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the second data 
comprises a version of the second data having contact information removed (see col 8, 
lines 20-25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the second data 
comprises a version of the second data having contact information removed to the 
system of Odom et al.. One would have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate 
private transactions. 

As per Claim 31: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the second data 
comprises a version of the second data having modified video. 
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However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the second data 
comprises a version of the second data having modified video (see col 7, lines 42-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the second data 
comprises a version of the second data having modified video to the system of Odom et 
al.. One would have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate private transactions. 

As per Claim 32: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the second data 
comprises a version of the second data having a modified photograph. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the second data 
comprises a version of the second data having a modified photograph (see col 7, lines 
42-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the second data 
comprises a version of the second data having a modified photograph to the system of 
Odom et al.. One would have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate private 
transactions. 

As per Claim 71: 

Odom et al. discloses an apparatus, comprising: a processor; and a storage 
device in communication with said processor and storing instructions adapted to be 
executed by said processor (see col 4, lines 36-44 and FIG. 1). 
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As per Claim 72: 

Odom et al. discloses a medium storing instructions adapted to be executed by a 
processor (see col 4, lines 36-44 and FIG. 1). 

9. Claims 33-36, 38-43, 45, 46, 48, 53, 55, 56, 62, 64, 65, 69, and 70 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Odom et al. (US 6,058,379), in 
view of Keithley et al. (US 5,584,025). 
As per Claim 33: 

Odom et al. discloses determining, based upon a processing of the search 
request, if the information associated with the real estate satisfies the real estate search 
criterion (see col 5, lines 60-676, lines 37-55); 

As per Claim 34: 

Odom et al. discloses the providing of the information associated with the real 
estate comprises: facilitating a transmitting of an indication of the information associated 
with the real estate to the potential buyer in a manner that preserves the anonymity of 
the owner (see col 12, lines 38-45). 

As per Claim 35: 

Odom et al. discloses the manner that preserves the anonymity of the owner 
comprises: defining the indication of the information associated with the real estate to 
comprise an altered version of the information associated with the real estate (see col 
12, lines 38-45). 
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As per Claim 36: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the information 
associated with the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with 
the real estate having contact information removed. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the information 
associated with the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with 
the real estate having contact information removed (see col 8, lines 20-25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the information associated 
with the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with the real 
estate having contact information removed to the system of Odom et al.. One would 
have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate private transactions. 

As per Claim 38: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the information 
associated with the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with 
the real estate having modified video. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the information 
associated with the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with 
the real estate having modified video (see col 7, lines 42-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the information associated 
with the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with the real 



Application/Control Number: 10/798,012 Page 16 

Art Unit: 3622 

estate having modified video to the system of Odom et al.. One would have been 
motivated to do this in order to facilitate private transactions. 
As per Claim 39: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the information 
associated with the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with 
the real estate having a modified photograph. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the information 
associated with the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with 
the real estate having a modified photograph (see col 7, lines 42-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the information associated 
with the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with the real 
estate having a modified photograph to the system of Odom et al.. One would have 
been motivated to do this in order to facilitate private transactions. 

As per Claim 40: 

Odom et al. discloses establishing an anonymous communication session 
between the owner and the potential buyer via which the information associated with the 
real estate is transmitted (see col 12, lines 35-45). 

As per Claim 41: 

Odom et al. discloses a method, comprising: 

a request to open an anonymous communications session with the owner; and 
establishing the anonymous communications session between the owner and the 
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potential buyer in a manner that preserves the anonymity of the owner (see col 1 2, lines 
35-45). 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose receiving, from an owner of real estate, 
owner data comprising at least an identity of the owner; verifying at least a portion of the 
owner data. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses receiving, from an owner of real estate, owner 
data comprising at least an identity of the owner; verifying at least a portion of the owner 
data (see col 10, lines 52-58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add identity of the owner to the system of Odom et 
al.. One would have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate consummation of real 
estate transactions. 

As per Claim 42: 

Odom et al. discloses the manner that preserves the anonymity of the owner 
comprises: receiving, from the owner, a request to transmit data to the potential buyer; 
and transmitting an altered version of the data to the potential buyer (see col 12, lines 
38-45). 

As per Claim 43: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the data comprises 
a version of the data having contact information removed. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the data comprises a 
version of the data having contact information removed (see col 8, lines 20-25). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the data comprises a 
version of the data having contact information removed to the system of Odom et al.. 
One would have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate private transactions. 

As per Claim 45: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the data comprises 
a version of the data having modified video. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the data comprises a 
version of the data having modified video (see col 7, lines 42-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the data comprises a 
version of the data having modified video to the system of Odom et al.. One would have 
been motivated to do this in order to facilitate private transactions. 

As per Claim 46: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the data comprises 
a version of the data having a modified photograph. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the data comprises a 
version of the data having a modified photograph (see col 7, lines 42-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the data comprises a 
version of the data having a modified photograph to the system of Odom et al.. One 
would have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate private transactions 
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As per Claim 48: 

Odom et al. discloses the providing is conducted at least in part in response to: 
determining a real estate query submitted by the potential home buyer; determining 
information associated with the unlisted home; and determining that the information 
associated with the unlisted home at least partially satisfies the real estate query (col 5, 
lines 55-57); 

As per Claim 53: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the buyer data 
comprises a version of the buyer data having contact information removed. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the buyer data 
comprises a version of the buyer data having contact information removed (see col 8, 
lines 20-25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the buyer data comprises 
a version of the buyer data having contact information removed to the system of Odom 
et al.. One would have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate private 
transactions. 

As per Claim 55: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the buyer data 
comprises a version of the buyer data having modified video. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the buyer data 
comprises a version of the buyer data having modified video o (see col 7, lines 42-45). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the buyer data comprises 
a version of the buyer data having modified video to the system of Odom et al.. One 
would have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate private transactions. 

As per Claim 56: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the buyer data 
comprises a version of the buyer data having a modified photograph h. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the buyer data 
comprises a version of the buyer data having a modified photograph (see col 7, lines 
42-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the buyer data comprises 
a version of the buyer data having a modified photograph to the system of Odom et al.. 
One would have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate private transactions. 

As per Claim 62: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the real estate data 
comprises a version of the real estate data having contact information removed. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the real estate data 
comprises a version of the real estate data having contact information removed (see col 
8, lines 20-25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the real estate data 
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comprises a version of the real estate data having contact information removed to the 
system of Odom et al.. One would have been motivated to do this in order to facilitate 
private transactions. 

As per Claim 64: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the real estate data 
comprises a version of the real estate data having modified video of the real estate. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the real estate data 
comprises a version of the real estate data having modified video of the real estate (see 
col 7, lines 42-45). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the real estate data 
comprises a version of the real estate data having modified video of the real estate to 
the system of Odom et al.. One would have been motivated to do this in order to 
facilitate private transactions. 

As per Claim 65: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the real estate data 
comprises a version of the real estate data having a modified photograph of the real 
estate. 

However, Keithley et al. discloses the altered version of the real estate data 
comprises a version of the real estate data having a modified photograph of the real 
estate (see col 7, lines 42-45). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the real estate data 
comprises a version of the real estate data having a modified photograph of the real 
estate to the system of Odom et al.. One would have been motivated to do this in order 
to facilitate private transactions. 

As per Claim 69: 

Odom et al. discloses an apparatus, comprising: a processor; and a storage 
device in communication with said processor and storing instructions adapted to be 
executed by said processor (see col 4, lines 36-44 and FIG. 1). 

As per Claim 70: 

Odom et al. discloses a medium storing instructions adapted to be executed by a 
processor (see col 4, lines 36-44 and FIG. 1). 

10. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Keithley et al. (US 5,584,025), in view of Odom et al. (US 6,058,379), and further in 
view of DuVal (US 5,818,836). 
As per Claim 20: 

Keithley et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the data 
comprises a version of the data having modified voice. 

However, DuVal discloses the altered version of the data comprises a version of 
the data having modified voice (see col 6, lines 26-37); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the data comprises a 
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version of the data having modified voice to the system of Keithley et al.. One would 
have been motivated to do this in order to further give buyers the added privacy 
assurance that even their voice is anonymous. 

11. Claims 30, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Odom et al. (US 6,058,379), in view of Verba et al. (US 6,236,977), and further 
in view of DuVal (US 5,818,836). 
As per Claim 30: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the second data 
comprises a version of the second data having modified voice. 

However, DuVal discloses the altered version of the data comprises a version of 
the data having modified voice (see col 6, lines 26-37); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the data comprises a 
version of the data having modified voice to the system of Odom et al.. One would have 
been motivated to do this in order to further give buyers the added privacy assurance 
that even their voice is anonymous. 

As per Claim 37: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the information 
associated with the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with 
the real estate having modified voice. 
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However, DuVal discloses the altered version of the information associated with 
the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with the real estate 
having modified voice (see col 6, lines 26-37); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the information associated 
with the real estate comprises a version of the information associated with the real 
estate having modified voice to the system of Odom et al.. One would have been 
motivated to do this in order to further give buyers the added privacy assurance that 
even their voice is anonymous. 

12. Claims 54, and 63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Odom et al. (US 6,058,379), in view of DuVal (US 5,818,836). 
As per Claim 54: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the buyer data 
comprises a version of the buyer data having modified voice. 

However, DuVal discloses the altered version of the buyer data comprises a 
version of the buyer data having modified voice (see col 6, lines 26-37); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the buyer data comprises 
a version of the buyer data having modified voice to the system of Odom et al.. One 
would have been motivated to do this in order to further give buyers the added privacy 
assurance that even their voice is anonymous. 
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As per Claim 63: 

Odom et al. does not explicitly disclose the altered version of the real estate data 
comprises a version of the real estate data having modified voice. 

However, DuVal discloses the altered version of the real estate data comprises a 
version of the real estate data having modified voice (see col 6, lines 26-37); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the altered version of the real estate data 
comprises a version of the real estate data having modified voice to the system of 
Odom et al.. One would have been motivated to do this in order to further give buyers 
the added privacy assurance that even their voice is anonymous 

Conclusion 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney M. Henry whose telephone number is 571-270- 
5102. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 
7:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on 571-272-6724. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-270-6102. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

RMH 



/Arthur Duran/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3622 



